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Synopsis of North American species of the 
genus OXYBELUS. 

BY CHARLES ROBERTSON. 

In the preparation of this paper I am under obligations to Mr. 
E. T. Cresson, who has kindly sent me for study the specimens con- 
tained in the collection of the American Entomological Society. 

Unless otherwise stated, all notes on the time of flight and the 
floral visits of these insects were made at Carlinville, Illinois. 

The type specimens of all of the new species, except the new 
synonyms Paekardii and subulatus, will be found in the collection of 
the American Entomological Society. 

The species may be characterized in the following manner : 

Squama terminating in a curved point. 

Spine entire at tip, face with pubescence more or less silvery. 

Abdomen of male without lateral spines ( % of similis unknown) ; mandibles 
black or with a tinge of rufous ; ornaments white, often more yellow 
in male. 

Spot on tegulae, abdomen with basal spots separated 1. 4-notiit lis. 

No spot on tegulse, abdomen with continuous fascise 2. siinilis. 

Abdomen of male with lateral spines ( % of sericens unknown). 
Densely and very coarsely punctured, mandibles black. 

Prothorax punctured, spine sharp pointed 3. subulatus. 

"Vertex with median tubercle 4. cornutus. 

Less densely and coarsely punctured, mandibles yellow. 

Ornaments whitish, more yellow in male 5. Paekardii. 

Ornaments more yellowish, very pubescent 6. sericens. 

Ornaments lemon-yellow, small, 4-5} mm 7. lwtus. 

Ornaments orange-yellow 8. falvipes. 

Ornaments wanting, insect very black 9. niger. 

Spine emarginate, face with golden pubescence 10. Cressonii. 

Squama with lateral curved point, spine emarginate. 

Spots on first segment connected by narrow fascia 11. mexicanus. 

Spots on first segment widely separated. 

Front protuberant above, spine narrow ; abdomen of male with four or five 

strong spines on each side, 10-spotted 12. frontalis. 

Front convex in profile, spine broad ; abdomen of male with two or three 

weak spines, 4-8 spotted 13. emarginatus. 

Squama without a curved point, spine very short 14. Forbesii. 
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1. Oxybelus 4-notatus Say. 

0. 4-notatus Say, Long's Second Expedition, 338. 
0. impatiens Sm., B. M. Cat Hym., Pt. IV, 390. 
0. interruptus Cress., Proe. Ent. Soc. Phil, iv, 475. 
0. Brodiei Prov., Faun. Ent. Can. ii, 811. 

9 . — Closely and finely punctured. Clypeal process prominent ; prothorax 
carinate, scutellum with a median longitudinal carina ; postscutellum short, more 
or less carinate. Squama small, short ; spine short, truncate or rounded at tip ; 
base of metathorax with few reticulations on each side of spine. Abdomen 
smooth and shining, closely and finely punctured. Black ; pubescence yellowish 
on vertex and mesothorax, silvery on face. Spot on tubercles, sometimes wanting, 
spot on tegulse and inner border of squama, white. Mandibles black, rufopiceous 
towards tip. Antennae, black, flagellum testaceous beneath; wing scales brown- 
ish. Abdomen: segments 1-4 with a narrow white line on each side, the lines more 
approximate on 3 and 4 ; oth segment has a narrow fascia either continuous or 
interrupted, or is entirely black. Legs black ; anterior tibiae within, their tarsi, 
and tips of other tarsi, dull honey-yellow ; middle and posterior tibiae sometimes 
with a white spot at base exteriorly. Wings whitish or yellowish hyaline, ner- 
vures dull testaceous or honey yellow. 

■J, .—Smaller, a little rougher and more coarsely punctured; spine narrower 
and more pointed; squama small; abdomen without lateral spines. Mandibles 
black; anterior tibiae and tarsi in front white or honey-yellow; middle tibiae 
from base towards tip exteriorly, and posterior tibiae at base exteriorly, white; 
abdomen 4-10 spotted, the spots growing smaller towards apex. 

Var. a.— Two spots on prothorax, anterior and middle femora at tips beneath, 
white. Legs inclining to dull ferruginous. 

Var. montanus. — 9 . Appears a little larger, more pubescent. Two spots on 
prothorax, sometimes wanting, tubercles, spots on squamae sometimes connected 
by a line across postscutellum, white. Abdominal spots broader, more approxi- 
mate, forming continuous bands on 4th and 5th segments. Legs incliningto dull 
ferruginous ; anterior tibiae and all tarsi more honey-yellow, the middle tibiae 
sometimes honey yellow in front; middle and posterior tibiae with more white 
at base exteriorly, on the former sometimes extending to tip. Wings more yel- 
low, nervures honey yellow. 

% . — Abdomen 8-10 spotted ; the ornaments more yellow and more extensive 
than in the typical form. 

Var. a.— Abdomen 12-spotted, continuous fascia on 5th segment, hind tibiae 
yellow to tip, tarsi honey-yellow. Length 9 , 5.5-8 mm. ; % , 4-7 mm. 

Canada, United States. Forty-seven females, sixty-two males 
(coll. Am. Ent. Soc. and C. R.). 

A very common and variable species. Specimens from Montana 
show the richest livery, all the ornaments being present and widely 
extended. In 0. emarginaius, also, Montana specimens show the 
same tendency. 

I have taken it from May 9th to August 9th on flowers of Zizia, 
Heracleum, Pastinaca and Cicuta (Umbelliferse). 
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2. ©xybelus similis Cress. 

0. similis Cress., Proc. Ent. Soc. Phil, iv, 476. 
2 . — Head and thorax rough, with rather coarse and close punctures. Clypeal 
process prominent; prothorax carinate; scutellum with a fine longitudinal 
carina; postscutellum not carinate, strongly produced and rounded behind; 
squama rising from the side of the base of postscutellum, small, short and strongly 
curved. Spine broad, parallel, truncate ; base of metathorax finely striated on 
the sides; below spine, on the hinder plate, the. median space is arrow shaped, 
terminating below in a smooth depression, which is long pointed towards inser- 
tion of abdomen. Abdomen with the segments densely and finely punctured at 
base, more coarsely and sparsely towards apical margin, which is smooth and 
shining. 

Insect black. Pubescence rather long and yellowish on vertex and mesothorax, 
silvery on face. Mandibles, except tips, rufopiceous ; flagellum piceous, testaceous 
beneath ; wing scales honey-yellow. Abdomen : segments 1-4 with narrow lines 
on each side dilated towards the disc and almost meeting; 5th segment with two 
approximate dots on middle white. Legs black, anterior tibiae and tarsi, and all 
tarsi at tips dull honey-yellow. Wings hyaline. Length 6.5 mm. 

Colorado. One female, the type specimen (coll. Am. Ent. Soc). 

Resembles 4-notatus, but is more coarsely punctured, the meta- 
thorax is less rugous and the postscutellum has a different form. 
Differs also in the ornamentation of abdomen and in the color of 
tegulre. 

3. Ox j bolus subulatus n. sp. 

0. mucronatus Pack, (nee Fabr.), Proc. Ent. Soc. Phil, vi, 436. 

$. —Head and thorax densely and very coarsely punctured. Clypeal process 
prominent; prothorax punctured, hardly carinate or angular on the sides; scu- 
tellum and postscutellum with a median longitudinal carina; squama rather 
small and short pointed ; spine tapering to a sharp point, channeled above at 
base. Base of metathorax rough, with large polygonal reticulations. Median 
space below spine with coarse reticulations above, terminating below in a smooth 
depression ; lateral faces with coarse reticulations, punctured. Abdomen convex, 
smooth and shining, very coarsely and rather sparsely punctured, with a deep 
and narrow longitudinal channel at base, segments depressed on apical margin, 
strongly constricted between the segments. Black ; pubescence thin and white, 
dense and silvery on face. Tubercles, spot on tegulae, spot on inner margin of 
squama, whitish. Mandibles black, with a tinge of rufous in middle. Antennae 
black, paler towards tip. Wing scales pale testaceous ; squama whitish. Ab- 
domen : segments 1-4 with an elongated whitish spot on each side. Les:s black, 
anterior and middle femora at tips beneath, all tibia? at base exteriorly extending 
more or less towards tip, whitish. Tarsi brownish : wings hyaline, fuscous to- 
wards tip in front, nervures testaceous. 

Var. ?.— Differs in the following: two spots on prothorax, and postscutellum 
yellowish. Abdomen : 1st segment with a large spot on each side, 2d with two 
long spots pointed and almost meeting on disc, 3, 4 and 5 with a broad continuous 
band, yellowish. Anterior and middle tibiae exteriorly and anterior tarsi yellow 
ferruginous (Colorado). 
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% . — Eesembles the female, but is a little more coarsely punctured, base of 
metathorax with radiating striae on the sides, extreme sides of abdomen with 
rather long spines. Two spots on prothorax, anterior and middle femora more 
yellow at tips, anterior and middle tibia? more yellow exteriorly ; abdomen 8-10 
spotted. Length $ , 8-9 mm. ; % , 6-8 mm. 

Pennsylvania, Illinois, Montana, Colorado. Three males, two 
females (coll. Am. Ent. Soc). 

4. Oxybelus cornutns n. sp. 

% . — Head and thorax densely and very coarsely punctured. Clypeal process 
prominent ; posterior ocelli each placed on the upper and outer side of a tubercle 
which is prominent, smooth and shining; these ocelli, therefore, do not face in 
the usual direction, but look upwards and outwards. On the vertex behind the 
posterior ocelli and midway between them is a third tubercle, which is smooth 
and shining. Prothorax carinate. angulated on the sides, impunctate ; seutellum 
and postscutellum with a mediau longitudinal carina, whicli is more prominent 
on the latter. Spine long, not deeply channeled, slightly widening towards the 
rounded tip. Base of metathorax with radiating striae; below the spine there 
is a small triangular fossa, which is smooth and shining ; lateral faces punctured, 
with parallel strise running from a strong median carina. Abdomen with stout 
lateral spines, deeply constricted between the segments, very coarsely punctured ; 
truncation concave ; basal segment narrowly and deeply depressed medially, 
giving the abdomen a cordate appearance. Black ; face with white pubescence. 
Two spots on prothorax, tubercles, inner border of squama whitish. Middle of 
mandibles rufous; flagellum reddish towards tip beneath. Tegula? and base of 
wing honey-yellow; squama whitish hyaline. Abdomen with ten spots on the 
sides whitish. Legs black, anterior and middle femora at tips beneath, line on 
tibiae exteriorly whitish, tarsi piceous. Wings hyaline, nervures dull ferruginous. 
Length 7.5-9 mm. 

Montana. Two male specimens (coll. Am. Ent - Soc). 
One specimen has the mesothorax rufous in front, more extensive 
on the sides over the tegulse. 

5. Oxybelus Packard!! n. sp. 

O. lastus Pack, (nee Say), Proc. Ent. Soc. Phil, vi, 434. 
J . —Smooth and shining. Head and thorax rather closely and coarsely punc- 
tured. Clypeal process prominent; prothorax carinate; seutellum and post- 
scutellum with a median longitudinal carina, more prominent on latter. Spine 
channeled above, rounded or truncate at tip ; base of metathorax with few large 
reticulations Median space on posterior plate terminating below in an oval de- 
pression, which is smooth and shining; lateral faces finely roughened. Abdo- 
men smooth and shining, rather closely and finely punctured, slightly depressed 
at base medially, segments somewhat depressed on apical margins. Black, clothed 
with white pubescence, which is dense and silvery on face, more yellowish on 
mesothorax. Interrupted band on prothorax, tubercles, two spots on seutellum, 
inner borders of squamae and posterior border of postscutellum sometimes more 
or less, whitish. Mandibles, except tips, honey-yellow; flagellum and scape at 
base and apex fulvous. Wing scales testaceous, squama whitish hyaline. Ab- 
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dominal segments 1-4 with whitish spots on each side, widely separated on first 
and second, narrower and closer on third and fourth ; fifth segment black, or 
with two small spots on middle; apical segment rufous, sometimes nearly black. 
Legs black, anterior tibiae and tarsi yellowish or ferruginous, and apical joints of 
other tarsi ferruginous, middle and hind tibise sometimes whitish at base exte- 
riorly. Wings hyaline, nervures dull ferruginous. 

. % . — More closely and coarsely punctured, abdomen with rather long lateral 
spines, the ornaments more yellow. Prothorax usually, scutellum and postscu- 
tellum black. Abdomen 8-spotted, the spots diminishing towards apex. Anterior 
femora at tips sometimes, all tibise at base extending more or less towards tips, 
yellow, tarsi pale or brownish. 

Var. texanus £ . — Prothorax and tubercles sometimes black ; scutellum black. 
Antennae darker above ; wing scales and extreme base of wing generally honey- 
yellow. Abdomen .4-8 spotted, or nearly black, the ornaments sometimes re- 
duced to two small faint spots on first segment. Legs inclining to ferruginous ; 
tibise at base exteriorly, sometimes to the tips of posterior pair yellowish. Wings 
hyaline, nervures yellow. 

% . — The tubercles, anterior femora at tips beneath, all tibise exteriorly, tarsi, 
4-6 spots on abdomen, yellow. Length $>, 6.5-8 mm. ; % , 5.5-7 mm. 

Illinois, Texas. Eleven males, twenty females (coll. Am. Ent. 
Soc. and C. R.). 

I have taken it from June 8th, to August 9th on flowers of Eulo- 
phus, Cicuta and Sium. 

Dedicated to Dr, A. S. Packard, Jr., who first described it. 

6. Oxybelus sericeus n. sp. 

9 . — Head and thorax finely and closely punctured. Clypeal process low ; 
prothorax carinate; scutellum with an obscure longitudinal carina; postscutel- 
lum carinate. Squama ovate, rather short pointed ; spine long and narrow 
tapering to a truncate tip ; base of metathorax reticulated; median space below 
spine narrowing to a point near insertion of abdomen : lateral faces finely 
roughened. Abdomen very finely and rather sparsely punctured, smooth and 
shining, longitudinally impressed at base, apical margins of segments hardly 
depressed. Black, thickly clothed with long white pubescence, which is dense 
and silvery on face and on apical margins of abdominal segments. Two spots on 
prothorax, tubercles, spot on tegulse, two remote spots on scutellum and spots on 
squamse, yellowish. Mandibles, except tips, honey-yellow ; flagellum dull honey- 
yellow, black at base ; tegulse testaceous ; spine whitish on apical half. Ab- 
dominal segments 1-4 with an elongated yellowish spot on each side, the spots 
somewhat emarginate in front: apical border of fifth and all of sixth segment 
pale rufous. Legs black, middle femora at tips beneath, tibise exteriorly and 
and anterior tarsi yellowish, the other tarsi ferruginous at tips. Wings hyaline, 
nervures testaceous. Length 7 mm. 

Illinois. One female specimen (coll. Am. Ent. Soc). 
Resembles 0. Packardii, but is smaller, more finely punctured and 
with a different livery. 

TEANS. AM. ENT. SOC. XVI. (11) MAECH, 1889. 
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7. Oxybelns laMns Say. 

0. Isetus Say, Bost. Journ. Nat. Hist. i. 375. 
% .—Head and thorax coarsely and closely punctured. Clypeal process promi- 
nent; prothorax carinate; scutellum with a median longitudinal carina; post- 
scutellum with a prominent carina, resembling a short spine from the side; 
squama long and narrow. Spine long and narrow, deeply channeled above,' 
rounded at tip; base of metathorax with coarse reticulations. Abdomen 
slightly impressed at base, rather coarsely and not very closely punctured, apical 
margins of segments depressed, lateral spines minute. Black, smooth and shin- 
ing; pubescence on face silvery, on vertex and mesothorax brownish. Mandi- 
bles, except tips, interrupted line on prothorax involving tubercles, two large 
spots on scutellum and inner border of squama, lemon-yellow; flagellum fulvous, 
darker at base, tip of scape yellow. Wing scales testaceous. Spot on each side 
of segments 1-5, and sometimes apical margin of 6th segment of abdomen, yel- 
low. Legs black, femora at tips, more broadly on anterior, tibiae exteriorly and 
tarsi, yellow. Wings hyaline, nervures dull ferruginous. Length 4-5.5 mm. 

Virginia, Illinois. Two male specimens (coll. Am. Ent. Soc. and 
C. R.). 

I took one of these on flowers of Cicuta maculata, July 12, 1887. 

Resembles 0. Packardii % , but is much smaller, the legs more 
yellow, the scutellum spotted. 

8. ©xybelus fulvipes n. sp. 

% . — Head and thorax closely and coarsely punctured. Clypeal process promi- 
nent; prothorax carinate; scutellum and postscutellum with a strong longitu- 
dinal carina; squama ovate, long pointed. Spine deeply channeled, narrowing 
above to truncate tip ; base of metathorax with coarse reticulations. Median 
space below spine reticulated and shining. Abdomen triangular, smooth and 
shining, with a broad shallow depression at base ; segments with apical margins 
depressed, more sparcely punctured in middle, with short lateral spines. Black, 
pubescence on vertex and mesothorax yellowish, elsewhere whitish, dense and 
silvery on face. Antenna?, interrupted line on prothorax involving tubercles, 
tegulse, extreme base of wing, bilobed transverse line on scutellum, inner border 
of squama, spine, legs entirely, spots on each side of first and second segments of 
abdomen, larger on first, reddish orange. The mandibles, except tips, tips of ante- 
rior femora, anterior and middle tibiae exteriorly and tarsi, lighter yellow. Coxae 
mostly blackish, apical segment of abdomen red. Wings a little dusky, nervures 
dull testaceous. Length 7 mm. 

One male specimen, taken at Orlando, Florida, March 15, 1887, 
on flowers of Hydrocotyle umbellata. 

9. Oxybelns niger n. sp. 

^ . — Smooth and shining, not very closely or coarsely punctured. Clypeal 
process feeble; prothorax carinate; scutellum feebly, postscutellum strongly 
longitudinally carinate; postscutellum strongly produced behind over base of 
spine; squama ovate, rather short pointed. Spine rather short, parallel, nar- 
rowed near apex to the truncate tip; base of metathorax with few radiating 
rugae on the sides. Median space below spine broad arrow shaped, smooth and 
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shining below; lateral faces with few transverse rugae above, closely punctured. 
Abdomen smooth and shining, finely and unevenly punctured, slightly im- 
pressed at base, extreme sides with short spines. Black, pubescence on vertex 
and mesothorax black, with a brownish reflection ; on face, cheeks, pleurae and 
sides of abdomen, white. Mandibles, except tips, flagellum, anterior tibiae and 
tarsi, honey yellow. Apical joints of middle and hind tarsi piceous. Wings 
hyaline, nervures black. Insect very black, even the tegulae and squama. Length 
5.5 mm. 

Illinois. One male specimen, taken on Sium cicutsefolium on 
Aug. 8, 1888. 

10. Oxybelus Cressonii n. sp. 

S? . — Smooth and shining. Head and thorax coarsely and rather closely punc- 
tured; prothorax carinate; scutellum slightly, postscutellum more strongly 
carinate. Spine broad, emarginate at tip ; base of metathorax with few fine lines ; 
posterior plate smooth. Abdomen smooth and shining, sparcely punctured, 
punctures closer near base of segments, apical segment rough with sparce punc- 
tures. Black, pubescence on vertex and mesothorax yellow, on face dense and 
golden. Antennas entirely, mandibles, except tips, tubercles, spot on tegulae, 
femora at tips, most broadly on anterior pairs, tibiae, except a dark spot in mid- 
dle, and tarsi, light lemon-yellow. The tarsi paler. Tegulae testaceous. Wings 
hyaline, nervures dark. Length 4 mm. 

Illinois. One female specimen, taken July 12, 1887, on flowers of 
Cicuta maculata. 

Dedicated to Mr. E. T. Cresson. 

11. Oxybelus mexicanus n. sp. 

9 . — Densely punctured. Face broad, rather protuberant above ; prothorax 
carinate ; scutellum and postscutellum with a median longitudinal cari na ; squama 
very short and broad. Spine deeply channeled above, slightly wider at tip and 
deeply emarginate; base of metathorax with few radiating striae. Abdomen 
closely and finely punctured, slightly impressed longitudinally at base. Black, 
legs brownish, pubescence on vertex and mesothorax yellowish, on face silvery. 
Prothorax involving tubercles, spot on squama, middle femora from tips beneath, 
fasciae on abdominal segments 1-5 widening on sides of 1st and sometimes 
slightly interrupted medially, yellow. Mandibles, except tips, flagellum at tip 
beneath, anterior tibiae and tarsi, and tegulae, dull honey -yellow. Apical segment 
of abdomen rufous. Wings hyaline, nervures brown. Length 7 mm. 

Mexico. One female specimen (coll. Am. Ent. Soc). 

12 Oxybelus frontalis n. sp. 

? . — Densely punctured. Front of head broad and quadrate, border of eyes 
straight. Face abruptly receding from a transverse ridge marked by the summit 
of scape to the clypeus. Middle of face flat ; front strongly projecting, the 
salient portion narrowing below to middle of face ; prothorax carinate ; scutellum 
and postscutellum longitudinally carinate; squama rounded. Spine narrow, 
widening above, strongly furcate ; base of metathorax with fine radiating lines. 
Abdomen smooth and shining, finely and closely punctured, base impressed. 
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Black, pubescence short and glittering, more dense and whitish on face. Man- 
dibes, except tips, interrupted line on prothorax, tubercles, spot on tegulae, spot 
on squama, 8-10 elongated spots on abdomen, yellow ; flagellum black, paler at 
tip; tegulae testaceous. Legs black, anterior tibiae and tarsi dull honey-yellow. 
Apical segment of abdomen rufous. Wings hyaline, nervures dark. 

% . — Resembles the female, a little more coarsely punctured, the sculpture of 
face sometimes poorly defined, abdomen with four or five strong lateral spines 
scape in front more or less, anterior and middle femora at tips beneath extending 
more or less towards base, tibiae exteriorly, and tarsi yellow, the latter sometimes 
brown. The abdomen has five pairs of narrow spots, those on fifth segment 
sometimes forming a continuous line. Apex of sixth segment and all of seventh 
rufous, the sixth sometimes with yellow band. Length J> , 5-6 mm. ; % , 4-6 mm. 

Pennsylvania, Illinois, Texas. Twenty-seven females, forty males 
(coll. Am. Ent. Soc. and C. R). 

Resembles 0. emarginatus, but easily distinguished by sculpture 
of front, the narrower spine, the darker legs of female and 10-spotted 
abdomen of male. 

The commonest species in my neighborhood ; I have taken it from 
June 7th to August 18th on flowers of Eulophus, Pastinaca, Cicuta, 
Sium, Eryngium (Umbelliferffi), Pycnanthemum (Labiatse) and 
Asclepias verticillata (Asclepiadacea?\ 

13. Oxybelus emarginatus Say. 

0. emarginatus Say, Bost. Journ. Nat. Hist. i. 375. 
O. parvus Cress , Proc. Ent. Soc. Phil, iv, 476, % . 

9 . — Densely punctured ; prothorax carinate ; scutellum and postseutellum 
with a central longitudinal carina ; squama large, ovate. Spine broad, square, 
hollowed above, broadly furcate at tip; base of metathorax with few radiating 
striae. Abdomen closely punctured ; basal segment with a median depression. 
Black, pubescence silvery on face. Mandibles, except tips, sides of prothorax, 
tubercles, two small remote spots on scutellum sometimes wanting, pale yellow • 
flagellum testaceous beneath. Wing scales and extreme base of wing reddish 
testaceous. Abdomen with four to eight elongated yellow spots on the sides : 
the fifth segment is black, or partly or wholly rufous; in one specimen from 
Montana the fifth segment is black, with two yellow spots, making the abdomen 
10-spotted ; apical segment rufous. Legs black : the anterior femora at tips be- 
neath extending more or less towards base yellow, the middle like the anterior, 
or sometimes entirely black ; anterior tibiae and tarsi, two hinder pairs of tibiae 
at base exteriorly extending more or less towards tips, yellow. Wings hyaline, 
nervures dull ferruginous. 

Var. $? . — Scutellum hardly carinate; prothorax, scutellum and tubercles 
black ; middle tibiae yellow in front; tegulae darker than in the common forms 
(Nevada). 

■£, . — Resembles the female ; a little more strongly punctured. Abdomen with 
two or three lateral spines ; scutellum black ; prothorax and tubercles black, or 
with a little yellow ; all tibiae yellow to tips exteriorly ; tarsi generally all yellow, 
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sometimes the middle and hind pairs darker; abdomen generally 4, sometimes 
6 or 8 spotted ; a single specimen from Illinois has the abdomen entirely black. 
Length £, 4-6 mm.; %, 3.5-5.5 mm. 

United States. Forty-nine males and thirty-five females (coll. 
Am. Ent. Soc. and C. K.). 

Specimens from Montana show the richest livery. All of the 
ornaments are present and most widely expanded. 

I have taken this species from June 6th to August 15th on flowers 
of Eulophus, Pastinaca, Cicuta and Sium. 

14. Oxybelus Forbesii n. sp. 

£. — Very finely and densely punctured and roughened. Face long, flat; 
clypeus produced ; vertex with an aDgular protuberance on each side behind 
summit of eyes; prothorax not carinate nor angular on sides, finely punctured ; 
scutellum semicircular, more coarsely and sparsely punctured, not carinate; 
postscutellum triangular, finely roughened, not carinate; squama forming a 
linear membranous border on the postscutellum, little wider behind and termi- 
nating obtusely on side of spine. Spine very short, its tip only rising a little 
above level of postscutellum ; base of metathorax finely roughened with few 
radiating lines; hinder plate finely roughened, below spine with an ovate de- 
pression, which is smooth and shining. Abdomen without lateral spines, elon- 
gated, sides nearly parallel, apex rather broad ; surface smooth and shining, finely 
roughened with shallow punctures. 

Insect black. Mandibles, except tips, scape at tip and in front, flagellum be- 
neath, line on prothorax involving tubercles, postscutellnm, femora at tips, tibiae 
and tarsi, and apical margins of abdominal segments, pale yellow. Tarsi more 
honey-yellow; tegute testaceous. Wings hyaline, nervures testaceous. Length 
4 mm. 

Colorado. One male specimen (coll. Am Ent. Soc). 
Dedicated to Prof. S. A. Forbes, of Champaign, 111. 

Undetermined. 
Oxybelus uiiiglumis Linn. 



